“Attorney re-enacts events
for jury using suspect’s cab

* Driver claims self-defense in Akron’s first ‘road rage’ slaying case

BY DENNIS MCEANENEY
Beacon Journal stafl writer

The attorney for Akron cabdriv-
er Russell Dossie had Dossie’s
taxi brought to the Summit Coun-
ty Courthouse yesterday to dem-
onstrate for jurors how the attor-
ney says Dossie was attacked by
Mark Russell on the night of July
4.

Dossie is accused of shooting
Russell as Russell’s van and Dos-
sie’s taxi were pinned in heavy
traffic on Tallmadge Avenue after
Akron’s holiday fireworks show.
Police describe the incident as the
first death in the city attributed to
“road rage.”

Attorney Kirk Migdal's demon-
stration came during questioning
_of Dr. Lisa Kohler, a deputy coun-
ty medical examiner who did the
autopsy on Russell.

Kohler testified that the single
bullet that killed Russell entered
just below his right collarbone,
went through his right lung, aorta
and left lung and came to rest just
below Russell’'s left shoulder
blade.

The jury then moved to the
courthouse parking lot. With Dos-
sie seated in the driver’s seat,
Migdal bent down and thrust his
right arm inside the cab in a
punching motion.

Russell, Migdal said, had to be
turned at an angle and bent over
in order for the bullet to take the
path it took once it struck Rus-
sell.

Kohler agreed but said she
couldn’t determine how far Rus-
sell was from Dossie’s handgun
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Dr. Alfred
Staubus, an
associate
professor of
pharmaceutics
at Ohio State
University,
testifies
yesterday that
Mark Russell's
0.17 percent
blood alcohol
level meant
Russell had
6.3 beersin
his system at
the time of the
shooting.
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